
ethnicity/race, class, age, and ability all affect
how human beings understand and negotiate
reproductive loss in late modernity. For example,
given the strong western cultural discourses that
imply that parenthood is an inevitable identity for
women and men, it was refreshing to read Gayle
Letherby’s autobiographical account of non-moth-
erhood and the complex negotiation she and other
women have faced in making sense of their
reproductive ‘choices’ and experiences. Similarly,
Elizabeth Peel and Ruth Cain’s chapter on the
experience of ‘silent’ miscarriage among lesbians
in the UK flags the pervasiveness of heteronorm-
ativity in relation to pregnancy loss. Considering
the importance of the internet in contemporary
social life, particularly with regard to identity
construction and the blurring of ‘public’ and ‘pri-
vate’ selves, the chapters dedicated to the study
of reproductive loss online in the context of sur-
rogacy and stillbirth usefully chart changing
social norms around the performance of grief,
memorialisation, and ritualisation.
Such a thoughtful combination of chapters in

the volume deserves a strong conclusion. Thus,
the lack of a concluding chapter written by the
editors is a weakness of the volume. I feel that the
impact of the book could have been better sup-
ported with a reflection and summary of how this
collection of research helps us to comprehend why
and how categories of reproductive loss are chang-
ing especially because the Introduction written by
the editors is short, and a bit vague on this front.
One of the other downfalls of the book is its (lack
of) copyediting. The volume is riddled with
typographical errors which were distracting and
disappointing considering the strong international
reputation of the publisher and the editorial team.
Hopefully, this issue will be rectified in future
editions.
Overall, this book is an exciting contribution to

the field of reproductive studies and serves as a
useful introduction to reproductive loss. The vol-
ume has a clear layout, highly accessible style and
interesting array of case studies and examples that
illustrate the breadth and depth of the concept of
reproductive loss that would be useful in under-
graduate or postgraduate teaching. In concert with
the contributors to the volume, this book would be
of interest to scholars of health and illness, death,
reproduction, and gender.

Meredith Nash
University of Tasmania

West, D. Signs of Hope: Deafhearing Family
Life. Newcastle-upon-Tyne: Cambridge Scholars
Publishing. 2012. xxxiv + 247pp £39.99 (hbk).
ISBN: 978-1-4438-3654-8

Even reading the title of this splendid monograph
elicits an epiphany for those of us from Deafhearing
families. First coined during the author’s research
for her Masters in Education, this term is instantly
comprehensible as it perfectly encapsulates the
experience of family life where deafness is not
solely attributed to one or two individuals, as a
problem to be managed and medicalised, but is
rather a shared experience to be pondered,
explored and even celebrated.
My own interest in the field of Deaf Studies

stems from my family heritage of having a genetic
link for deafness and from reflecting on the
poignant stories and histories of its deaf members.
And this is the essence of what Donna West’s
qualitative research endeavour sets out to capture –
the narratives of Deafhearing families; from their
feelings regarding political furores such as those
surrounding the proposed amendments to the
Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act, through
to the minutiae of everyday life such as awkward
interactions with less than enlightened extended
family members and simple acts such as going
shopping. In so doing West has truly engaged with
her three participating families to bring important
insights to this previously neglected phenomenon;
she has also produced an exceptionally enjoyable
tome which brings to life the rich and vibrant
voices of the families, whilst expertly placing the
narratives in the context of relevant academic
theory.
In presenting her data, West has adopted the

somewhat unusual method of re-presenting the
family stories as poetic texts, which I must admit
at first I found a little startling and I wasn’t sure I
would like it. However, having immersed myself
in the poems I would agree with the author that
this method is sensitively mindful to the task of
conveying the linguistic complexity of narratives
conveyed in sign language, and that the words do
indeed ‘leap from the page’ (p.xv). Throughout the
book West uses vignettes and extracts from these
poems to great effect, from powerful monologues
to playful quips – many of which chimed with the
stories from my own family’s experiences and pro-
vided great enjoyment to myself and my aunty, a
proud culturally Deaf woman, as we collabora-
tively savoured this exquisitely crafted treatise.
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As a Hearing researcher within the field of
Deaf Studies I particularly identified with the
author’s inner-torment about her potentially
neo-colonial position (p.53) and I found myself
nodding empathically when reading about how her
usually easy rapport with one of the families
temporarily faltered when they were ready to begin
in earnest (p.xx). Other highlights for me include
the blistering honesty with which she recalls her
moments of uncertainty during the course of the
research, including learning to calmly receive the
differing accounts of events narrated by members
of the same family, accepting this as a natural part
of the qualitative research process, and learning
how to layer them to reflect the multiple perspec-
tives of the same event (p.37). This frankness
expertly locates the researcher within the research
process and was deliciously reassuring to me as I
winced along with her at the familiar anxieties she
expresses. West also offers a useful treatment of
important contextual history such as the suppres-
sion of sign languages in favour of oralism follow-
ing the now-infamous Second International
Congress on the Education of the Deaf, held in
Milan in 1880 (p.60–61) and consideration of
the biomedical agenda as it relates to deafness
(p.191–194); the information is conveyed in a clear
and accessible manner and will be useful and
thought-provoking reading for a wide-ranging
audience.
The chapters do not necessarily follow any logi-

cal chronological order all the way through, but in
essence this is part of the genius of what West has
created here, as she bobs and weaves between the
practical aspects of fieldwork, the data collected
and the relevant theoretical and philosophical under-
pinnings and wider contexts; she does this with
refreshing honesty and confidence and without the
need for the kind of self-conscious, retrospective
epistemologism, methodologism or methodolatry
one might expect from a book based on a PhD the-
sis. This is an excellent example of high quality
qualitative research, where the subject matter and
questions being studied remain at the heart of the
endeavour throughout and are treated to a thorough
consideration from every conceivable perspective in
the field of Deaf Studies; it was thus not much of a
surprise to learn, whilst compiling this review, that
this text has been awarded the 2013 Outstanding
Qualitative Book Award by the International Con-
gress of Qualitative Inquiry, an honour which in my
opinion is truly deserved. I cannot say enough good
things about this book, which is both erudite and

scholarly, yet also accessible to anyone interested in
Deafhearing family life.

Sara Louise Wheeler
Glyndŵr University

Dew, K. The Cult and Science of Public Health:
A Sociological Investigation, New York: Berghahn
Books. 2012. 180pp £42.00 (hbk) ISBN: 978-0-
85745-339-6

In this short, tightly packed book, Dew brings out
the value of considering public health in terms of
Durkheim’s concept of the ‘cult of humanity’ and
its rituals. The cult of humanity is said to have
replaced traditional religion, operating as a social
institution in a similar way to other religions, most
importantly as a force for moral regulation. This
means that public health is to be positioned in
Durkheimian terms as a contemporary religion; as
a social practice that generates moral forces which
help sustain social order. Such a cult of humanity
would express the unity of our society, constrain
anomie, and emphasize social justice. Dew
successfully argues that conceptualising public
health in this way allows for constructive critique
of both positive and negative aspects of this
broad-ranging, dynamic discipline.
Across chapters covering the myths of public

health, health promotion settings and health hostile
environments, health professionals, the political
use of public health, and public health campaigns,
Dew describes and critiques public health as a
health discipline and social enterprise. He high-
lights the concerns and work of present day public
health, showing how it emerged and developed as
a scientific health discipline. Frequent reference is
made to different sites in which public health
operates, including clinics, workplaces, govern-
ment policy, social movements, evidenced-based
medicine, and health economics. In the initial
chapters Dew provides an insightful overview of
‘old’ (health protection and infectious disease) and
‘new’ (social justice and lifestyle management)
public health. The shift from health protection to a
new public health concerned with the management
and prevention of chronic disease has brought with
it a strong political agenda concerned with inequal-
ity and the promotion of social justice. In line with
the functions of the cult of humanity, neoliberal
policies promoting privatisation of state industries
and consumption deleterious to health may be
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